WHAT DO WE DO FIRST?
1. Join the SAFCEI project. Contact us at:

+27 (0)21 701 8145
Juanita: juanita@safcei.org.za
Tsepo: tsepo@safcei.org.za

SAFCEI will present Energy 100 awards or certificates to congregations
that have completed their projects. These might have involved installing a rain-water tank, photo-voltaic (PV) panels for electricity, a
solar water heater, or simply changing behaviour and saving energy.
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www.safcei.org
2. A SAFCEI field worker will explain the process to you and meet with
the leadership of the congregation to get everyone on board.
3. Before taking any action, we need to under-stand the current patterns of energy and water use at the congregation venue.

BE INSPIRED, BECOME AN EARTH KEEPER!

4. Working together, SAFCEI will help you to learn about energy and
water auditing. This is a perfect project for the youth or a “green
team” in the congregation.

The Energy 100 project is a demonstration to raise climate
change awareness in faith communities. Hopefully your
actions will inspire neighbouring congregations and individuals to take action too.

6. SAFCEI will lead the group on a “walk through audit” where they will
literally walk through the buildings, counting light bulbs, taps, and
asking questions about how many hours the lights are on etc.

You do not need to be a registered Eco-congregation to join the Energy
100 project, but we encourage every faith community to lead by example and join the SAFCEI Earth Keeper movement.

7. All this information will then be compiled into a simple report on the
current situation and presented to the congregation leadership.
8. The report will show patterns of energy and water use and will indicate where the congregation is using resources wisely and where
changes could be made. The congregation leadership will be given
recommendations to consider.

www.earthkeeper.org.za

USEFUL CONTACTS AND INFORMATION
SMART Living handbook
Project 90x2030
WESSA Sharenet

9. Once a decision to take action has been made, SAFCEI will provide
specialist expertise on how to proceed.

An opportunity for faith communities to promote local sustainable energy solutions

ENERGY 100 PROJECT
An opportunity for faith communities to promote
local sustainable energy solutions

www.capetown.gov.za/environment
www.90x2030.org.za
www.wessa.org.za
www.shrinkingthefootprint.co.za
www.interfaithpowerandlight.org
www.renewalproject.net
www.greenhouse.org.za
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PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE ENERGY SOLUTIONS AT LOCAL LEVEL
You may read with interest about SAFCEI’s presentations to parliament
or its engagement with government officials on strategic energy issues. It might make you think: “I could never do that!”
For people’s ideas and behaviour to change, we need to implement
practical examples at the local level. All of our individual actions, however small, can make a difference.

HOW CAN MY CONGREGATION LEARN MORE
ABOUT ENERGY AND BE PART OF THE
CHANGE TO RENEWABLES?

TELL ME MORE
It begins with an interactive workshop. Congregation participants learn
about renewable energy and energy efficiency (using our resources
wisely) as well as conserving water and other resources.
With help from SAFCEI staff, congregations undertake an energy and
water audit of their faith centre property. This provides a starting
point or baseline, giving information on how energy and water are
being used. It gives facts and figures on areas that are doing well, and
other situations where there is room for improvement.
Under guidance from SAFCEI’s technical team, the congregation then
plans steps towards becoming more energy efficient, implementing
renewable energy and conserving water and other resources.
These are practical steps towards Earth stewardship and living more
responsibly. Part of the impact of being an Energy100 project is that
the congregation becomes a centre of excellence. It is a demonstration
project that showcases a responsible environmental attitude, particularly with regard to energy and water. It will also save money!
Congregations that take part in the Energy 100 project are encouraged
to join SAFCEI’s Eco-congregation Programme, becoming part of a growing movement of people of faith committed to caring for the Earth.

In 2012, SAFCEI started the Energy 100 project, an action-learning
project. It aims to have 100 faith congregations responding to the
challenge of climate change through taking practical water and energy
related action in their congregation.

How can my congregation make a change?

SAFCEI is looking for local energy
champions. Could you and your
congregation be one?
www.safcei.org

SAFCEI’S PROGRESS
In 2012, the Energy100 project spent time gathering a database of
congregations interested in bringing the Energy 100 project to their
area. SAFCEI received an enthusiastic response.
Two fieldworkers were appointed to help congregations take the next
steps. One is based in Gauteng and the other in KZN. Over the course
of 2012, four congregations underwent an energy and water audit, as
part to pilot the project.
20 audits were planned within South Africa and the SADC region in
2013, with at least 10 taking the next action step.
Now, in 2014, we have completed 56 walk-through Earth Keeper audits
and 44 detailed audits! We plan to appoint additional fieldworkers and
specialists. Communities that have completed their projects will then
be encouraged to tackle other environmental issues within their Ecocongregation.
More information about the various Energy 100 projects can be found
on the Earth Keeper website map: www.earthkeeper.org.za
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