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Bethel Congregational Church, UCCSA 

22 November 2015 

Rev Dr Scott Everett Couper 

 

“‘What’s On?’: Events” 

 

Sermon four, of a second two-part sermon series entitled “Lifestyle Magazine” 

 

*Hebrew Scripture: Genesis 22:15-18 

Meditative Psalm: 136:1-9 

*Christian Scripture: James 2:14-24 

 

 

Let us turn again to my favourite section of the newspaper, the Lifestyle 

Magazine.  This is the concluding sermon in our series entitled the “Lifestyle 

Magazine.”  We will soon begin our advent journey when we await the coming 

of our Saviour Jesus Christ at Christmas.  I think our next sermon series will 

have a health services feel to it.  The next sermon series will be the “The 

Waiting Room.” 

But let us finish what we have started before we start something new.  

Remember the Lifestyle Magazine differs from the headline sections in the 

Sunday Times because the Lifestyle Magazine speaks about our day to day 

lives, the activities in which we participate in our local area.  The Lifestyle 
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Magazine has something for everyone!  In this sermon series, we ask: “How, in 

what style, do we live and express our faith?”  Today, we conclude in a section 

that we began reading in our first sermon: ‘Events.’ 

   

In this sense, we are coming back full circle, three-sixty.  The Events section is 

on page six in this issue of the Lifestyle Magazine.  In this issue, the events 

section is entitled, “Five Things to Catch.”  Under music, the Johannesburg 

Philharmonic is playing; under theatre, a comic tragedy is playing at the 

Magnet Theatre; at the Sci-Bono Discovery Centre there is an exhibition 

entitled “Science Is Not Scary”; under music, the Camphill Village Music 

Festival is happening; and finally, under culture, in Dundee the Battlefields 

Carnival is taking place.  Exciting stuff. 

 

 Events are important.  Are they not?  Perhaps the most important 

section of our magazine.  Why?  Well, at events we actually experience life.  

Otherwise, in a newspaper, we read about others’ lives.  Or, through the 
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television, we watch other people’s lives.  Or, in a book, through narrative, we 

experience other people’s lives.  Some of our young people play video games.  

When they are playing video games, they are in what we call a ‘virtual reality.’  

It is there, but it is not real. 

 

I am very perplexed when Micah is playing his FIFA 2015 football game.  He 

sometimes jumps-up and down, screaming at me in celebration that he just 

scored a goal.  I can’t get excited.  “No,” I tell him, “Lionel Messi scored and 

goal, and even then, he didn’t really.  The goal didn’t really happen; it’s a video 

game!” 

 One of the difficulties of modernity, the modern age, is that our science 

and technology is so advanced that we can actually go through life not 

experiencing life.  We don’t need to go anywhere, we can watch it on National 

Geographic.   
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We don’t need to play golf, we can watch it on TV.  Sadly, with all the 

pornography out there, folks don’t even need to have sex anymore – they can 

watch it on their computer.   

 

Life has really gotten pathetic! 

 I sometimes wonder if our faith has become weakened by modernity.  

Today, I am asking myself, do we read the Bible, and learn of special intense 

relationships (like those between Abraham and God and Abraham and Isaac), 

but never really experience relationships like those for ourselves?  Do we 

watch the Holy Spirit supposedly at work on the Christian television stations, 

but do not actually feel it moving in our own lives?  Do we listen attentively to 

Scott’s sermons (and occasionally politely laugh at his stupid jokes), but do not 

live our own lives as a sermon – living out the Beatitudes?  Do we only come to 

church, rather than be the church in the world and in our community? 

 You see, ‘events’ are the difference between hearing the gospel and 

spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Events determine what is virtual and 

what is actual.  Events determine what is superficial and what is substantive.  

Events determine what relationships are artificial and what relationships are 

genuine.  Events determine if our lives are artificial or if our lives are real.  
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Events.  They can determine if our ministry is hallow, or if it is from God!  Over 

the past few months we heard various proposals for ministries, or ‘events,’ 

that our church can initiate so as to be a church that is relevant, prophetic and 

faithful to our mission statement (found on our church wall). 

 

 Today in our Congregational Members’ Meeting, Leon Lambert will 

present on behalf of the deacons a summary of where we have travelled 

during our last two sermon series.  We have journeyed together to discern the 

‘signs of our times’ and to speculate on what God has in store for our church.  

During the Members' Meeting, you will be presented with a vision.  But a 

vision means nothing without a plan that follows.  This morning, we will not 
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vote on the plan, but rather a vision.  Nonetheless, you must be aware that 

without a plan, the vision is meaningless. 

 

 Our scripture reading from the book of James reminds us of the same 

truth, expressed in theological terms.  The writer of James, as paraphrased by 

the UCCSA, says, “We show our faith by what we do.” 

 

 From our ancestor in faith, Martin Luther (who was very uncomfortable about 

the book of James and actually wished it was not included in the Bible), we 

learn that while faith is primary, it is not worth much if it is not implemented, 

acted upon, demonstrated, shown, realised, actualised, put out on to the field 

– if faith just sits on the side-lines it serves little or no purpose.  We can have 

the largest and most powerful jet engine in the world, but if it does not throw 

an airliner down a runway and thrust it into the atmosphere, then it is just a 

big pile of parts.  We can have a faith that moves mountains, but if it does not 

move us to sponsor ministries that demonstrate God’s greatness, what good is 

moving a mountain? 
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 The author of James reminds us of our Hebrew scripture reading 

whereby the faith of Abraham was accompanied by his obedience and actions.  

Abraham showed his faith by what he did. 

 

The entire Catholic verses Protestant dichotomy, the whole works verses 

‘justification by faith’ dichotomy, is a false one.  Faith is primary, yes.  But, the 

choice is not between ‘faith’ or ‘works’.  You see, works accompanies faith.  

Think of it this way, you can have works without faith; it is possible.  But you 

can’t have faith without works; if so, well, then it is not really faith after all that 

one has – it is something else. 

 It is my proposal that the Bethel Congregational Church will view God’s 

Creation, the environment, as its starting point for ministry and move from 

being a ‘Come and See’ church to a ‘Go and Be’ church.  It may be that our 

church decides to follow another vision yet to be revealed; it need not be the 
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vision we propose today.  Nonetheless, no matter which vision we discern, may 

it enable our church to show its faith by what it does. 

This was the word of God.  And it was preached to the people of God. 

And the people of God responded: “Amen.” 


