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Bethel Congregational Church, UCCSA 
 

Sunday, 11 June 2017 
 

1st Sunday after Pentecost (Trinity Sunday) 
 

The Reverend Dr Scott Couper 
 

“For the Beauty of the Earth” 
 

Scriptures (Year A) 
Hebrew: Genesis 1:1 - 2:4a 

Psalm 8 
Christian: Matthew 28:16-20 

 

Some time ago, we at the Bethel Congregational Church (UCCSA) agreed 

to the following vision statement: 

We at Bethel Congregational Church (UCCSA) strive to “show our faith by 

what we do” and to “go out” and share “God’s love for all” by preserving 

God’s Creation as the focus of our church ministry to our community. 

What we did was declare our vision; what we did not do is agree to the specific 

ministries that would implement our vision.  During the many months since we 

agreed on this vision, I have taught and preached on the theme of being a 

‘cosmocentric’ church quite consistently, although not constantly.  In addition, 

I have proposed a number of feasible ministries that our church could initiate. 

 I do accept that that this ‘cosmocentric church’, at which we place at the 

centre of our worship and outreach God’s Creation, or the environment, has 
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been a stretch for many of you.  Nonetheless, a cosmocentric vision was 

chosen by our church for a number of reasons. 

 One, a cosmocentric spirituality is inherently and deeply biblical 

[BIBLICAL]. 

 Two, the environmental crisis is the greatest contemporary challenge 

facing the world, and therefore, Christians [CHRISTIAN CRISIS]. 

 Three, I have felt called to this preach this emphasis [SCOTT’S CALLING]. 

 Four, for Bethel Congregational Church to be a viable ministry whereby 

it can call and support its own fulltime ordained minister, it must cease 

to be an insular church, serving primarily a number of large families.  

Bethel should rather be a church that through its outreach ministries 

educates and serves the community and the world. [KEY TO BETHEL’S 

GROWTH]. 

 Fifth, and finally, no other church in the Durban metropolitan area that I 

know of has as its Christian ministry God’s Creation at the core of its 

purpose and being.  If Bethel does, we we can offer something unique 

and desperately needed that no other church offers [UNIQUE 

OFFERING]. 

Though we have accepted the vision, we have not, as Leon Lambert has 

on more than one occasion lamented, moved on to implement the vision.  I 
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accept this.  I believe we have not implemented our vision for a number of 

reasons: 

 One, despite the fact that the vision statement was implemented 

in a Congregational meeting whereby I recused myself, I believe 

this vision has largely been mine, and not the church’s [ONLY 

SCOTT’S THING].  I understand this.  Perhaps, my departure will 

be a blessing, in the sense that no longer will the vision be mine, 

but it will become yours. 

 Two, the vision of a cosmocentric church is new and different.  

And things that are new and different always have difficulty in 

gaining traction, especially in a traditional church. [NEW THINGS 

ARE HARD] 

 Three, the leaders and deacons of our church already carry too 

much responsibility for the maintenance of the church and there 

are not enough church volunteers to initiate new ministries 

[OVERLODED LEADERS].  Sadly, we have not really taken 

advantage of our caretaker Gift who is here at the church on a 

fulltime basis.  In short, our leaders already wear multiple hats 

and are reluctant to take on more responsibility.  This has also 

been the case for me, your minister. 
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 Forth, many of our members do not have transportation or are 

pensioners and therefore find it difficult to participate in or fund 

church activities [LOGISTIC, FINANCIAL AND TIME CONSTRAINTS].  

Those few young families in our faith community have numerous 

work and leisure activities that understandably render their lives 

incredibly cluttered and busy. 

 Fifth, perhaps the engine of a cosmocentric church would best be 

the youth, but at Bethel, we do not have a youth programme nor 

a youth leader [NO YOUTH LEADER]. 

I would like to propose solutions to the above problems: 

1. Have Scott depart gracefully and then make ‘Scott’s thing’ ‘Bethel’s 

thing’ [MAKE ‘SCOTT’S THING’ ‘BETHEL’S THING’]. 

2. Two, I have been beating this cosmocentric drum for two years now.  It 

is no longer ‘new’.  In fact, it is ‘old hat’ and everyone should be quite 

comfortable with it now [CONSIDER COSMOCENTRISM NO LONGER 

‘NEW’]. 

3. Three, begin ministries that Gift, our caretaker, can maintain and create 

incentives for him to do so [USE GIFT MORE EFFECTIVELY]. 
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4. Four, recruit ‘volunteers’ from the surrounding flats to participate and 

take ownership of the ministries, this will inevitably be the only way to 

grow our church anyway [INVITE COMMUNITY TO PARTICIPATE]. 

5. Fifth, invest heavily in the Boys’ Brigade and its Captain, Wayne Leyds, 

and use the Boys’ Brigade as the church’s youth engine.  [INVEST IN THE 

BOYS’ BRIGADE]  Bethel’s investment in the Boys’ Brigade will result in 

the Boys’ Brigade investing in Bethel.  I see the two ministries as 

mutually dependent on one another.  They will both be weak or they will 

both be strong together. 

A cosmocentric church is not tangential in regards to the world’s 

problems, but it is the central challenge of our times.  A cosmocentric vision of 

the church is not ‘trendy’ nor post-modern, it is ancient.  A cosmocentric 

church is not simply philanthropic, it is biblical. 

 

 In conclusion, let us turn to our biblical text this morning for the Psalms.  

Psalm 8 is one of the most beautiful testimonies to greatness of God.  The 
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Psalmist is dumbstruck, in awe of God’s mighty Creation.  The Creation is a 

massive as it is beautiful. 

 

If God’s Creation is the primary means by which God’s demonstrates God’s 

power and beneficence, does not it not make sense best way to praise God is 

to enjoy and care for God’s Creation?  According to Psalm 8, ministries that 

preserve the environment ought to be considered by us and to ought to be 

viewed by God as the optimal form of worship. 

 

 The Psalmist proclaims that God, and God alone, created the Earth and 

all that is within it.  Yet, the Psalmist identifies that one of God’s creations, 

humans, was “made just a little lower than God”, and that we, humans, are 

“crowned with glory and honour” (Psalm 8:5). 
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So, if we as humans are next to God, shouldn’t we also be junior partners with 

God in the preservation of God’s Creation?  We have lesser, but nonetheless 

God-like powers and authority, to maintain and improve God’s creation. 

 

 Humans’ destruction of nature is a sin.  And we do it every day. 

 

As we drive to church.   

 

As we over-populate the Earth.  As we use plastic.  As we waste food.  As we 

waste water. 
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As we pollute streams, rivers and oceans. 

 

As we butcher animals to extinction. 

 

As we clear forests. 

 

As we warm the planet and melt the ice caps.  Perhaps humans’ mere 

existence and wanton reproduction is the ultimate manifestation of Original 
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Sin, that is, our inherent sinfulness.  Are we to live as if we are a plague on the 

Earth?  Are humans similar to a virus like Ebola, something that kills its host? 

 

 No.  I do not believe are similar to a virus, though we are behaving like 

one.  The scriptures tell us, God gave humans “dominion” over the works of 

God’s hands.  God placed all things under our feet.  “All sheep and oxen and 

also the beasts of the field, the birds of the air and the fish of the seas” (Psalm 

8:6-8). 

 

 Preserving that which God has given us will be the best way for the 

Bethel church to declare, “O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in 

all the Earth” (Psalm 8:9)! 

This was the Word of God.  And it was preached to the people of God.  

And the people of God responded, “Amen!” 


