What is an eco-congregation?

It is a local faith-based community that makes
a commitment to live in greater harmony and
more sustainably on the earth in response to
the wisdom of sacred texts and faith
traditions.

Why do we want to do this?

e Qur faith calls us to care deeply for one
another and for our only home, planet Earth,
which we share with all other living beings.

e QOur own wellbeing depends on the health
and flourishing of Earth’s life support systems.
We must learn to be less wasteful and share
more fairly.

These activities will strengthen our faith and
deepen our appreciation and compassion for
all of God’s world.

What’s in it for us?

o You will receive the Eco-Congregation
handbook which provides a guiding
framework to help you undertake
transforming practical actions in your
congregation, homes and community.

e You will join a network of other concerned
eco-congregations.

e You will receive resources and newsletters
which share stories of eco-congregation
challenges and successes.

e You will receive a certificate and in time, an
award acknowledging sustained efforts and
commitment to caring for the Earth.

What does it involve?

Becoming an Eco-Congregation is a response
to our faith commitment. It weaves caring for
the world and creation into all aspects of life
and work in a congregation. It encourages
three core areas of involvement:

1. Concern for the Earth in learning about
and expressing our faith:

ECOLOGICAL SPIRITUALITY
As people of faith we can foreground
gratitude and care for God’s world in all our
celebrations and acts of workshop; in our
teaching, preaching, praying and meditation
and in group and private study.

2. Stewardship of the Earth’s bounty:
CUSTODIANSHIP OF GOD’S GIFTS
As people of faith, being called to care for the
world and all that is in it, we turn our places of
worship, community meeting spaces and
homes into centres where we set an example
of good earth-keeping practice. By living more
thoughtfully, saving resources like water and
energy and looking after what we have, we
can turn good intentions into practical actions.

3. Local and global community action:
GOD’S PEOPLE AT WORK IN THE WORLD
The future life on our planet is threatened by
human activities. Eco-congregations can lead
the way to a more sustainable future by
getting involved in community projects and
networks and lobbying and working for better
environmental standards and practices.

Registration

SAFCEI is the Eco-Congregation implementing
agency. Registration costs a minimum of R100.
If your congregation cannot afford this, please
explain the position in your registration. Other
congregations might consider partnering and
sponsoring a less well resourced congregation.

While not a requirement, you are also invited
to become a member of SAFCEI (R100)

We want to put you in touch with other
congregations with similar interests.

Please give details of specific interests or
concerns in your congregation:

e.g. eco-spirituality, sustainable agriculture,
water, energy, indigenous gardens,
conservation.

Do you have access to the internet? ...
Can you receive news via email? ...
Can you show DVD’s to the congregation?........
Main language(s) of congregation................

Other comments




Registration

Name of congregation:

Name of faith and denomination if applicable:

Person SAFCEI should communicate with:

Physical address of congregation:

Postal address of congregation:

Email address (if one is available):

Telephone:

Cell phone:

FAX:

Registration payment:

Eco-congregation (R100)

SAFCEI (optional R100)

Sponsor another congregation

Total

’

The Southern African Faith Communities
Environment Institute - SAFCEI

Simple steps to becoming an
ECO-CONGREGATION

Register

Form a working group

Re-view congregation’s ‘eco-activities’
Plan and take action

Review what has been done and plan
further actions

Report and share stories with SAFCEI
7 Receive an eco-congregation award,
celebrate your achievements and re-
register
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On registration, SAFCEI will contact you and
send a handbook and pack of relevant
resources. For more information, please see
the SAFCEI website or contact the office.

Please post or fax tear off slip and payment
confirmation to:

SAFCEI Eco-Congregation Programme

PO Box 106

Kalk Bay

7990

or download registration form from
www.safcei.org.za and email to
secretary@safcei.org.za

Phone: 021 7018145 Fax: 0866 969666

Bank details:

Name: SAFCEI Account No: 076659410
Standard Bank

Branch Blue Route Code: 51001

THE
ECO-CONGREGATION
PROGRAMME

People of faith working together

to sustain God’s world

SAFCEI
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